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GROW IN GRACE. 


Y Grace, in the plain ſenſe of the word, is meant 
Favour : by the Grace of God, the noble topic of 
the New Teſtament, the Divine Favour, freely and 
richly poured out on mankind through Jeſus Chriſt, 

And the ſeveral ſignifications of the term in that ſacred book 


ſeem reducible to theſe two; firſt, the Act of the divine favour 
in itſelf ; ſecondly, the Effects, which, by the operation of that 
act, are produced in it's objects. Grace, in the firſt ſenſe, is 
the ſummons that calls us from darkneſs to light, from the 
* power of Satan to God ;” and furniſhes us with all the aſſiſt- 
ances adequate to the exigencies of that call. Grace, in the 
ſecond, is the holineſs of the good Chriſtian's life ; who walks 


« worthy of the vocation” wherewith he is thus called, and of 
the aids wherewith he is thus ſupported, 
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LET Grace be firſt conſidered, as it ſignifies the Act of the 
divine favour in itſelf. | 


TRE Chriſtian revelation at large is Grace, becauſe it 
« bringeth ſalvation.” It is likewiſe the © word,” and “ the 
« goſpel, of Grace,” in three particular reſpects. The firſt is, 
that © the Grace and truth,” which “came by Jeſus Chriſt,” 
ſtand in contraſt, the one to the rigour, as the other to the 
obſcurity, of that “ Law, which was given by Moſes.” The 
ſecond, that, as the glorious and unfathomable ſcheme of 
redemption was concerted, according to the ſole good pleaſure 
of God, „ before the world began®*;” ſo the knowledge 
and publication of it, are imparted to whom, at what time, 
and in what manner, God abſolutely ſees fit: and that the 
bleſſings and privileges proclaimed by it, though ſecured to all 


fincere Chriſtians, are yet ſo diſproportionate to the very beſt of 
their imperfect ſervices, that the gift ſtill remains “ of free 
« Grace.” The goſpel is likewiſe Grace, in a third fignifica- 
tion, becauſe thereby God invited into his kingdom the Gen- 
tile, together with the Jewiſh, world, (having broken down 
the © partition wall” between them,) not © according to the 


« works that either had done;” not according to the partial 
obedience paid by the one to the Law of Nature, or by the 


other to the Law of Moſes; but that, ** according to his own 


« purpoſe, He juſtified both by his Grace b:“ juſtified both: 


that is, treated both, alike unrighteous in their very ſelves as 


3 Tim. i. 9. d Rom, iii. 24. 


they 
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they were, as though they had been righteous objects; objects 
of his preſent, candidates for his future, favour; placed both 
in the rank and claſs of probationers for an heavenly inheri- 
tance. And this is the plain and full meaning of“ Juſtifica- 
« tion by faith only ;” words, which have been tortured into 


the moſt copious multiplicity of“ fooliſh and unlearned queſ- 
ce tions” that ever * gendered ſtrife.” Juſtification, ſo far as it 


is the pure act of ſupreme Grace, can, in it's nature, carry no 
retroſpect to antecedent performances: ſo far as it is, at the 
ſame time, an act of covenanting righteouſneſs, it as unavoid- 
ably binds to ſubſequent, ſtipulated, duties. 


LET us now conſider Grace, as it ſignifies thoſe Effects, 
which by the operations of the divine act are produced in 
its objects. 


As da every good and every perfect gift cometh down from 
te the Father of lights ;” ſo every one of theſe, in holy Scrip- 
ture, is called Grace, as being the Grace of God working it's 
natural effects; and, as it works, increaſing more and more in 
the hearts of his reaſonable creatures. Thus, Chriſtian libera- 


rality is called Grace. St. Paul, having applauded the faith, 


utterance, knowlege, and perſonal affection, which he found 
in his Corinthian converts, and preſſing them to extend a bene- 
ficence, in conſiſtence with thoſe excellent qualities, to their 
Galatian brethren, ** ſee,” ſays he, d that ye abound in this 


*. Jam. 1. 17. >. 2 Cor, viii. 7. 


A 2 « Grace 


1 


Grace alſo.“ The paſſive courage of the Chriſtian confeſſor 
is called Grace. “ Both in my bonds, and in the defence, 
* and confirmation, of the goſpel, Ye are all partakers of my 
« Grace,” ſays he. The ſpiritual improvement, that reſults 
from our mutual Chriſtian intercourſes, is called Grace. It is 
« communication that miniſters Grace to the hearers ®.” St. 
Paul ſtiles the function, to which he was ordained, and the 
qualifications, with which he was endued, as the miniſter of 
_ Chriſt, „Grace and Apoſtleſhip ©.” And, „ unto me is this 
Grace given,” ſays he, © that I ſhould preach among the 
« Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, and make all 
men ſee, what is the fellowſhip of the myſtery d.“ In fine, 
every moral and every ſocial virtue, when ſupported and im- 
proved by Chriſtian principles, is, in the idea and language of 
Scripture, Grace. St. Peter, urging his exhortation to fo- 


briety, temperance, devout recollection, fervent charity, and 
mutual hoſpitality, ſtiles the exerciſe of theſe virtues „e the 


« miniſtry of the gift,” and diſcharge <* of the ſtewardſhip of 
« the manifold Grace of God.” 


Wr now plainly ſee for what reaſon, although Grace be, in a 
firſt ſenſe, ſimply, the free and abſolute act of God, we are 


called upon, in a ſecond, to“ grow in Grace :” which implies 
a proficiency in it to depend, in part, on the free, voluntary 


act, and concurrence of man. 


* Phil. 3. 7. » Eph. iv. 29. © Rom. i. 5. « Eph. iv. 8, 9. 
© 1 Pet. iv. 10. | 
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To * grow in Grace, is to improve in goodneſs :” to pro- 
ceed, and to perſevere, in “a working out our ſalvation,” under 
the moſt cogent of all encouragements, a conviction that God 
« worketh in us.” It is habitually to give all diligence b to 
add to our“ faith virtue,” that is, firm fortitude; and to for- 
titude “ knowlege: and that we may not ſtop, either at right 
ſpeculation, or ſtrenuous reſolution, to add to knowledge the 
golden chain of practical duties, © temperance, godlineſs, bro- 
ce therly kindneſs,” and, that “ bond of perfectneſs, univer- 
fal charity.“ To grow in Grace is to kill, from day to day, the 
ſeeds of „that carnal mindedneſs, which is death ;” and to 
cheriſh that “ ſpiritual mindedneſs, which is life and peace ;” 
which is refinement of temper, enlargement of heart, greatneſs 
of mind, and quick perception and reliſh of things heavenly, 
ſpiritual, and divine; in a word, is itſelf the principle of that 


© holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord :” without 
which the children of Grace here could no moe become the ma- 


ture ſons of God in glory hereafter, than they could at preſent 
partake of animal gratifications, if deprived of their bodily ſenſes, 


Wr have thus far attended to the general nature and mean- 
ing of Grace, and of growth therein. That growth will be 
more diſtin&ly treated, if conſidered as implying theſe three 
important particulars : a rational reliance on God's aſſiſtance ; a 
devout uſe of God's ordinances ; and a diligent cultivation of our 


own a bilities. 


a Phil. ii, 12, 13, #3 Fe © 6.37 
| | Wir 


1 

Wir rational and ſolid truſt in the divine cooperating and 
continued aid, the very firſt vital motion in the life of Grace 
begins. With the hopes of ſome kind and meaſure of it, the 
light of nature itſelf flattered the beſt and wiſeſt of thoſe, who 
enjoyed no other. With poſitive aſſurance of a large extent of 
it, the whole tenor of the glorious Goſpel reſounds; with aſſu- 
rance, that a divine energy is ever at hand ; ever ready to help 
our infirmities ; to enlighten our underſtandings ; to purify our 
corruptions; to facilitate and crown our endeavours; and this 
by all the means conſiſtent with the holineſs of the divine na- 
ture, and the freedom of the human. We, „ being evil, yet 
« know how to give good gifts to our children. Much more 
« will our heavenly Father give his holy Spirit to thoſe who 
« duly aſk Him*.” The ordinary influences of that Spirit are 
indeed altogether of a moral kind, are monitory, are per- 


ſuaſive. They gently, ſilently, enter into, mix with, and en- 
force, the ſuggeſtions of our own boſoms; the exhortations 


which we hear; the writings which we read; the converſa- 
tions which we ſhare ; the practices which we ſee ; the aims of 
our good intentions, the lights of our convictions, and the 
checks of our conſciences: and undoubtedly make up a great 
part of that divine interpoſition, which we rightly call a particu- 
lar providence. Such interpoſition is manifeſtly producible, both 
from that calm, yet influencing, communication, which the 
omnipreſent Father of Spirits aſſuredly maintains with created 
ſpirits, without any violation of thoſe faculties, which he has 


Luke xi. 13. 


given 


a 


given them; and likewiſe from that controul of all the ſprings 
and movements, that form the complex machinery of nature ; 
the full power of directing, ſuſpending, accelerating, checking, 
or diverting all, or any, of which, at pleaſure, the great firſt 
mover has undoubtedly reſerved entire to Himſelf. Yet through 
the tenor of his ſpiritual aſſiſtances we can by no means mark 


the impreſſions with accuracy, or trace the advance with exact- 


neſs, other than this, that proficiency in Grace is ever found to 
correſpond to diligence in duty. And thus, in ſpite of all that 
deplorable preſumption, which contends, that Grace can nei- 
ther in reſpect of it's approach be reſiſted, nor of it's tenure and 
privilege, forfeited, it is too poflible for us, by particular vio- 
lations of duty, to counteract the workings, by repeated con- 
tempts, and inveterate obſtinacy, to cut off the ſupplies, of 
Grace; to © a do deſpite to the Spirit of Grace; b to quench; 
« © to grieve,” to drive him from us. We not only know, 
that the great Apoſtle and Convert points out the ſteps of his 
own deliberate concurrence with thoſe of his miraculous call, 
and particularly notes his voluntary obedience to the heavenly 
viſion d; but that he declares, in the ſequel, the profuſion of 
Grace poured on him not to have been * in vain,” for this very 
reaſon, that he laboured more abundantly than all” the other 

meſſengers of Chriſt *. © By Grace we are all ſaved through 
faith. ff But ſome have „fallen from their firſt faith.” 


Others have made ſhipwreck of faith together with con- 


. Heb. x. 29. 2; Thel. v. 19. © Eph. iv. 30. s Acts xxvi. 19. 
1 Cor. xv. 10. f Eph. ii. 8. 


«© conſcience.” 


1 


« conſcience.” Others, © before whoſe eyes' Jeſus Chriſt was 
once evidently ſet forth, have been bewitched into diſobe- 
« dience to the truth.” Others have “ turned Grace into laſ- 
« civiouſneſs Others have trampled on that very mercy, 
which © led to repentance,” and which propoſed to raiſe, in 
the penitent ſinner, the nobleſt monument, that the Grace of 
God erects to his Glory. They who dream of fixed ſecurity, 
and plenary ASSURANCE, forbid him, “ who thinketh he ſtand- 
„eth, to take heed leſt he fall.” But how dangerous is the 
temerity which ſpurns at the probation of the preſent day, and 
anticipates the judgement of the great future one ! Too many, 


alas, have received, too many daily do receive, the Grace of 
God in vain. 


THarT the ſame Grace, which, in the baptiſmal ablution, 
cleanſes the children of wrath, and adopts them for it's own, 


may continue to them all it's ſucceſſive ſupplies; we muſt add, 
to a reliance on God's aſſiſtance, an application and improve- 
ment of God's ordinances; of the preſcribed and inſtrumental 
means of Grace. Of theſe the firſt is that privilege, which 
puts the“ Book of the Covenant” into our hands, and that 
« liberty of the Sons of God,” which enables t © sEARCH 
« the SCRIPTURES,” the great charter of Grace, Pardon, and 
eternal Life. But © profitable” as, in themſelves, they are “ for 


« doctrine, reproof, correction, inſtruction,“ then only will the 


poſſeſſion of them promote our Chriſtian increaſe, then only 


will they be to us “ profitable,” when they are“ in ſuch wiſe 


*« heard 
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heard, read, marked, and learned, as to be inwardly digeſted.” 
When the great truths of the Goſpel were originally taught, it 
was viſibly « the power of God unto ſalvation:“ it's effects on 
the hearts of men were conſpicuous in their lives; and a vicious 
Chriſtian was not more a contradiction in terms, than a kind 
of prodigy in fact. In our ears the ſame doctrines are preached : 
to our underſtandings the ſame arguments are enforced : to our 
weakneſſes the ſame aſſiſtances are extended. In our lives how 
little of the ſame efficacy is exhibited ! To what ſhall we 


impute the diſparity of effect, when the cauſe indiſputably 
ſubſiſts? Not to the ceſſation of miracles, which were never 
calculated to act compulſively either on the will or the under 


ſtanding; and which, when once the awfulneſs of attention 
was excited, and the ſtubbornneſs of prepoſſeſſion counteracted, 
ſeem to have attained their end. The comparative inefficacy of 


modern Chriſtianity is much rather owing to this: that the firſt 
profeſiors with “ a heart” altogether © honeſt and good heard 


« the word, they therefore kept it: the ſeed fell on good ground, 
« and it brought forth fruit; in ſome thirty fold; in ſome 
« ſixty; in ſome an hundred.” We, when we have negligently 
heard, or read, negligently © go forth.“ We reſign ourſelves 
to © cares or riches :” to the eager purſuits, or the diſſipating 
pleaſures, of life: and thus, with us“ the ſeed is ſown among 
„ thorns,” and the thorns, in the common courſe of nature, 
« ſpring up with it, and choke it.” The word therefore, 
heard with the outward ears, muſt be © grafted inwardly in 
the heart, that it may bring forth the fruit of good living.” 

B To 


28 


To ſincere reverential attention to the ſacred Oracles muſt be 
added, in the neceſſary cultivation of that fruit, a diligence both 


in the perſonal, and the ſocial, offices of devotion. To thoſe 


the ſtrongeſt natural impulſes prompt us, a variety of rational 
motives invites us, and the precepts, promiſes, aſſiſtances of the 
Goſpel indiſpenſably oblige us, as the happieſt expedients for 
forming good habits, repelling temptations, ſanctifying afflic- 


tions, and, in theſe our religious aſſemblies, where our bleſſed 


Lord has aſſured his on peculiar preſence, quickening a reci- 


procal conſideration, and provocation to“ love and to good 
% works.” Nor 1s a ſearch of the ſcriptures more naturally 
connected with devotion in general, than ſuch devotion with the 
frequent celebration of that capital ordinance in particular, the 


folemn memorial of the ratification of the great covenant of 


Grace in the blood of the Croſs, which, as we have been juſtly, 


and early, taught, is not (according to the debaſing idea of it) 
a MERE memorial, but © an outward and viſible ſign of in- 
« ward and ſpiritual grace given unto us; a ſign” authentically 
« ordained by Chriſt himſelf, as a means whereby we receive 
« that Grace; and as a pledge to aſſure us of the actual 
* conveyance thereof.” 


STILL; that we may keep at the utmoſt poſſible diſtance 
from deception, amidſt either inward impreſſions, or exterior 
obſervances, we muſt, advancing in a third inſtance in Grace, 


ſtrenuouſly perſiſt in the cultivation of every gift and talent, 
which, 


„ 


which, in the various directions of the divine ſavour, is com- 


mitted reſpectively to us. Almighty God *« divides theſe to 


„every man ſeverally as he wills:” furniſhes us with means, 
motives, abilities: allots to us different powers of nature, ad- 
vantages of education, opportunities of connection, ſtation, 
function : ſupplies us with occaſions that invite, incentives that 
preſs us, “ as every one hath received, ſo to miniſter.” In theſe 
diſtributions of his Providence he points out, to the powerful, 
the duty of protecting the impotent: to the wealthy, the duty 
of relieving the indigent : to the learned, the duty of inſtruct- 
ing the ignorant: the duty of doing good, to ſome, by their 
genius and erudition ; to others, by their rank and authority ; 
to all, by their lives and examples. And we are all much 
leſs intereſted in the kind, or number, of any of theſe ſeveral 
talents, than in the application and improvement of them. 
Whatever they are, „by the Grace of God I am what Jam,“ 
is the juſt acknowledgment of every man ; and the real object 
of his ſolicitude this, that the Grace be not beſtowed in 
vain, He in the Parable b, who had received but two ta- 
lents, for his fidelity in them, few as they were, was ad- 
mitted to the joy of his Lord. He who came laſt of all 
was rejected, not becauſe his talents were tew, but becauſe 
his management was remiſs. And be aſſured, that after a 
time, the Lord of all thoſe ſervants, the Author and Diſpenſer 
of all thoſe talents and graces, ©* will come, and will reckon 


« with them.” And then every one,“ High and low, rich 


1 Cor. xv. 10. d Matt. xxv. 23, &c. 
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* and poor,” learned and illiterate, eminent and obſcure, “one 


, 


« with another ;” every one ſhall then be found partaker of 


glory, in that degree, wherein found a faithful ſteward of the 
the reſpective gifts of the Grace of God. 


Bor, after all: progreſſion in religious and moral knowlege 
and practice muſt preſuppoſe a planting of the rudiments of 
them : muſt imply, in the ordinary diſpenſations of Grace, the 
courſe of rational and pious inſtruction, the previous“ nurture 
« and admonition,” which religion, reaſon, nature, and fact 
demand; with what wildneſs of project ſoever it be the aim of 
ſophiſtry and paradox to keep the mind clear of prejudice by 
ſhutting out precept. Of all the gifts of Grace therefore, which 
are at this time given, and whereof a ſtrict account muſt, at 
the great day, be rendered, none are more eminent, than the 
talents entruſted to ſome for carrying on the proceſs of 
EDUCATION, and the opportunities furniſhed to others of 
partaking the benefits of it. Of Grace, of divine favour in 
both theſe inſtances © much” amongſt YOU here preſent 
« is given;“ in both“ much” from YOU muſt be «© re- 
«« quired.” On the one hand are relied on the united vigilance, 
firmneſs, and lenity, of a paternal government; and the diſ- 
charge of functions, to which, beyond all others, are confided 
the intereſts of Religion, and the hopes and pledges of civil 
ſociety. On the other hand are expected, a filial deference and 
concurrence ; a ſoberneſs of mind, ſimplicity of manners, and 
ſteadineſs of attention : nor theſe only, but, with theſe, a 
| principle 
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principle of rational and manly ambition in the purſuit of all 
that is excellent, all that is liberal, all that is“ lovely, and of 
good report.” Much on the compliance and ductility, and 
yet more on the ſpirit and ardour, of ingenuous Youth, de- 
pends the ſucceſs not only of all immediate endeavours for their 
ſakes, but of all thoſe great deſigns, to which we owe the mag- 
nificent apparatus, that ſurrounds us, and the profuſion of in- 
centives which here encourage a proficiency in godlineſs and 
the ſtudies of good learning. Nor be it ever forgotten, that 
a progreſs in the former of theſe aſſiſts, with the happieſt 
of all influences, the purſuit of the latter : that to habits, which 
grow up with the Chriſtian life, it is principally owing, that the 
affections, organs, and powers of the human mind, are preſerved 
in temper, tone, and order : that to the underſtanding are ſecured 
clearneſs and ſtrength ; to the judgment, coolneſs and penetra- 
tion; to the invention, freedom and extent ; to the memory, 
fidelity and retention ; to the imagination, quickneſs and acti- 
vity ; a ready command of every wonderful and beautiful ſcene 
in the creation, and as ready admiſſion to every pleaſing and 
virtuous object, which can poſſibly delight, refine, and improve 
it. And as the practice of Chriſtianity thus aſſiſts the purſuit of 
liberal attainments in general, ſo it ſhould be remembered, 
amidſt the preparation for the ſacred office in particular, that 
an attention to Literature, as the inlet to intellectual acqui- 
ſitions, was expreſsly countenanced, even under extraordinary 
manifeſtations of Grace, and ſupernatural influxes of ſpiritual 
light themſelves: that the Prophet of old, whoſe wiſdom, 


_ enriched 
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enriched by viſions and revelations, is peculiarly diſtinguiſhed, 
declares, that he came to underſtand by « BOOKS*” by 
the ſtudy of the Prophetic writings, “ the number of the 
« years, whereof the word of the Lord had come to Jere- 
© miah :” that the great pupil of Gamaliel did not, amidſt his 
exalted illuminations, lay aſide attention to his“ Books,” or the 
treaſure of ſacred knowlege committed to his © parchments ® ;” 
and that when, with a father's emphalis, he ſends the benedic- 
tion of Grace to Timothy, himſelf pointed out by Prophecy for 
future eminence in the miniſtry, he requires him to “ give at- 


”F 


* tendance to READING,” together with © exhortation, and 


« doctrine ©,” to the end © that his profiting might appear to all.” 


UNDER the preſent period of the Divine Diſpenſations, it is 
a clear truth, that in the proportion, wherein rational Religion 


reigns, human Learning, it's natural inſtrument, prevails; in 
that, wherein religious deluſion operates, darkneſs and barba- 


riſm ſucceed, It hence becomes not only the firſt duty, but 
the natural intereſt, of a capital ſeat of Learning, ( and, to 
it's high honour, is conſidered as ſuch by Tris,) to ſecure, 
with the propagation of genuine Science, the preſervation, in 
purity, of Chriſtian principles: and to check, by all appoſite 
means within it's ſphere, by all that are conformable to the 
dictates of the © © wiſdom pure, peaceable, gentle, without 
*« partiality, and without hypocriſy,” the attempts, or artifices, 
of any, © who lie in wait to deceive;” to embaraſs uninformed 


a Dan. ix. 2. * im. Is 14. e 1 Pim. . 13» 9 Jam. iii. 17. 


minds 


„ 
minds with perplexities, or to taint them with poiſon : in par- 
ticular with the poiſon of thoſe foul hypotheſes, which corrupt 
the very firſt ſources of Religious ſpeculation and practice, 
the doctrines of IRRESIsTIBLE GRACE and ABSOLUTE 
DECREES. Theſe tenets, which are manifeſtly diſcoverable 
amidſt the dregs of old Heatheniſm, are, not obſcurely, to be 
traced, from that origin through Phariſaic dotage, ſcholaſtic 
intricacy, Arabian impoſture, and Calviniſtic auſterity, down to 
the black ſcheme of Antinomianiſm; which did, in the laſt 
age, moſt impudently ſhew it's face, but, in the preſent, more 
cautiouſly lurks under different maſks, all borrowed in fact 
from different modifications of the Predeſtinarian plan; many 
of the great abettors of which, with all their raſhneſs, would 
have bluſhed, could they have foreſeen their poſitions pliable, by 
ſuch eaſy artifice, to ſuch deteſtable purpoſes. And, as we find 
poſitive endeavours at this day urged to revive thoſe impious 
abſurdities, ſo it cannot eſcape remark, that they are looked 
on with an aſpect clearly favourable in recent, elaborate, wri- 
tings, which ſtrenuouſly attack all outward eſtabliſhment of 
Confeſſions of Faith and Doctrine; are therein ſtrongly inſi— 
nuated to ſupply the chief barrier againſt Popery; are ridicu— 
louſly ſuggeſted to be nearly allied to the principles of c1vir 
freedom ; and gravely pronounced to be vindicated by the diſ- 
quiſitions of the lateſt Philoſophya. To add more were to 


« 2 I KNOW ſome very worthy and © nion to this hour, that reſiſtance, 
„ eminent perſons, warm and faſt © even to wicked Princes, cannot be 
„ friends to the civil and religious „ juſtified upon religious principles, 
„ rights of mankind, who are of opi- “without having recourſe to the theo- 


logical 
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treat the notions themſelves of ſuch ſecurities, ſuch affinities, 


and ſuch elucidations, with too great honour, this moſt reſpec- 


table auditory with too little. But little, ſurely, can it avail 


to clamour for the unlimited enlargement of eccleſiaſtical liberty, 
if principles can, at the ſame time, be made plauſible, which 
are totally irreconcilable with human agency. Buſy is the 
ſpirit which ſtrives to lay level our ſacred polity with indepen- 
dency, and to degrade our faith to Arianiſm : and that, amidſt 
uncharitable aſperſions on the living, and baſe trampling on the 


cc logical doctrines of che antient Pu- 
cc ritans and Independants. P. 286. 


I the Arminians have learned to 
<« ſeparate the divinity of their fore- 
cc fathers from their politics, it is ſo 
c much the better for the public. I 
fear they have not been altogether 
& ſo ſucceſsful in weeding their doctrine 
« from the ſeeds of Popery. P. 286. 


« ] nE O leave to mention, in fa- 
c your of the CALvINIsTs, that ſome 
very eminent men of the preſent ge- 
cc neration have GONE A GREAT WAY, 
c in their PHILOSOPHICAL DISQUISI- 
&« TIONS, towards vindicating the PRE“ 
& DESTINARIAN THEOLOGY of theſe 
our forefathers. P. 287. 


& THosE old worthies who predic- 
ce ted the return of Popery, in conſe- 
<« ſequence of the introduction of Ar- 
c minianiſm, were not ſo widely miſ- 
„ taken, as to the event, as may be 


—ä —— — 2 ͤᷣ—ᷣ— 


<« imagined, They had good reaſons 
© to expect it from the whole con- 
& duct of LAup and his fellows. And 
c though theſe were ſeaſonably ſtopped 
< in their career, their principles have 
been purſued and eſpouſed by their 
&« ſucceſlors, IN SUCH SORT, as to 
© give MORE THAN A SUSPICION 
© to ſome competent obſervers, that 
© the Church of England has been, 
and STILL 1s, though by degrees 
© imperceptible to vulgar eyes, EDG=- 
«© ING back once more towards Po- 


pery. P. 288, 289. 


„Tu Clergy of the Church of 
England, it is true, have conſtantly 
„ diſclaimed all connexion with Po- 
% pery, or any deſign or difpoſition 
© to promote that cauſe: which is 
© however but an equivocal proof of 
% a different ſpirit, and none at all 
< that the tendency of their doctrines 
&« doth not bend towards Popery.” 

P. 290. CONFESSIONAL, 2d Ed. 


aſhes 
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aſhes of the venerable dead. Should its utmoſt aims ſucceed, 
what, in the event, would the cauſe of Chriſtian freedom gain, if 
it ſincerely encouraged thoſe doctrines which, at the firſt ſuggeſ- 
tion, diſturb and darken every original conception of the divine 
moral perfections, and, by conſequences which no ſubtilty ever 
did, or ever can, elude, fink the precepts of Religion into im- 
pertinences, the promiſes and threats of it into illuſions and 


phantoms, and the moral freedom of reaſonable and account- 
able creatures into mere paſſive mechaniſm ? 


Be it the permanent glory of this community to maintain 
inviolate, in union with her renowned ſiſter, the claim and 
character of bulwarks to a Church in doctrine. truly catholic, 
in government truly apoſtolical, in worſhip truly rational, in 
temper truly moderate: a temper, in no inſtance more happily 


exemplified than in the ſimplicity, and candour, with which, 


in her Articles, ſhe ſtates the greateſt of thoſe metaphyſical 
queſtions, the weight of which cauſes our intellectual powers 
to bend under them, while, at the ſame time, language, in 
its utmoſt vigour, is unequal to our conceptions. But, while 
this great and antient ſeminary continues to ſupport ſo ex- 
cellent a ſyſtem, ſhe ſupports. the real cauſe of Truth and 
Liberty, and“ they ſhall proſper that love her.” The Grace 
of God, we truſt, ſhall continue to bleſs and further every 
freſh effort to effectuate the aims of her inſtitution : the endea- 
vours much deſired, happily exerted, gratefully to be acknow- 


ledged, for extending the aſſiſtances of the Theological chair: 


C the 
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the deſign, auſpiciouſly begun, and, through a ſeries of the moſt 
applauded labours, ſignally purſued, of laying open the noble 
elements, and guiding through the accidental intricacies, of our 
Municipal Juriſprudence : the preparation to unite with the 
ſuccours of Chriſtian charity the means of Medical ſcience, 


and at once to relieve the poor with the aids, and to lead the 
{ſtudents to the knowlege, of the invaluable, daily improving, 


Healing Art. 


 AmipsT the purſuit of theſe, and all ſimilar deſigns, be 
the Grace and favour of God and man here multiplied : from 
the favour of the powers of this world has this place, through 
ages, derived the gifts of munificence, and the ſanctions of 
authority. That favour the learned, and the liber, diſdain to 
ſeek unworthily ; but as often as the objects of it's protecting 
benignity are inſtitutions ſacred, and deſigns directed, to piety, 
knowlege, beneficence, and public good, ſo often THEY, in the 
ſpirit of public affection and virtue, will ſeek it, and, with Solo- 
mon, compare it to © the dew upon the graſs *.” 


B u far, far above all purſuit of human favour, © grow” 
You, BRETHREN, „ in the Grace” of that propitious 
Almighty Being © whoſe loving-kindneſs is better than the life 
«* itſelf :” who, at his good pleaſure, can make “ Kings the 
e nurſing fathers, and Queens the nurſing 'mothers, of his 


people; 


can “ make faſt the bars of the gates of the daugh- 


a Prov. xix. 12. 
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« ter of his Zion, and bleſs her children within her:“ can fix 
that peace within her walls, and proſperity within her 
« palaces,” which they ardently implore, both“ for their bre- 
« thren and companions ſake, and for the ſake of the houſe of 
« Lord our God. Increaſing” then with the“ divine increaſe,” 
grow up all © to the meaſure of the ſtature of the fullneſs of 
« Chriſt. Forget the things which are behind ; reach forth 
« to the things which are before: preſs toward the mark for” 
the moſt glorious of all prizes, “ the prize of the high calling 
« of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Leave firſt principles” of knowlege 
both human and divine. “Leave firſt principles: go on to 
« perfection. Go on, from ſtrength to ſtrength :" from faith 
to certainty : from hope to enjoyment: from life to immorta- 
lity : from nature to Grace: from Grace to Glory. 
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